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   Daniel Study Guide

   Season of Lent 2009

   Prepared by Vicar David Solum

Lent Midweek Sermon Series

Ash Wednesday (February 25)

Daniel

Sermon Text: Daniel 1:3-21

Sermon Theme: During his time in Babylon, Daniel always remembered his identity: God had placed His name upon him; Daniel was a child of God. As we serve under authorities who are unbelievers, there will be times when we need to make a choice: who rules, God or man?

Wednesday of Invocabit (March 4)

At Your Service

Sermon Text: Daniel 2:25-30

Sermon Theme: We are not alone as we serve in our vocations. God is always with us to strengthen and enable us to serve our neighbor. This ability comes from nothing else but the one true God. So we gladly serve and give God all the glory.

Wednesday of Reminiscere (March 11)

No Other Gods

Sermon Text: Daniel 3:8-28

Sermon Theme: Where is my allegiance? Can I do anything for the sake of my office? We gladly serve all who are in authority, but when asked to compromise our trust in God, we must refuse because we cannot serve two masters. This is can be difficult, but God is with us to come to our aid. God will use our lives are a testimony to the world of His love and faithfulness.

Wednesday of Oculi (March 18)

In His Hand

Sermon Text: Daniel 8:15-26

Sermon Theme: Even the most wicked and powerful rulers are controlled by the hand of God. Although we do not see or understand, God is always carrying out His good will. In the end we know that God’s people will have the victory and all the enemies of God will be destroyed.

Wednesday of Laetare (March 25)

Evil Endured

Sermon Text: Daniel 6:6-26

Sermon Theme: The devil is always seeking to bring an end to God’s people. He uses people to mock, tempt, harm, and make life difficult for the Church. But God is not absent from us; He will deliver us, if not in this life, in the next.

Wednesday of Judica (April 1)

Life Eternal

Sermon Text: Daniel 12

Sermon Theme: God has revealed to us that no matter what terrible things happen in this life, the saints of God will prevail because of the saving grace given to us in Christ. Our lives have a purpose. God’s will for us is that we will be resurrected from the dead and live with him eternally. And there is nothing that can prevent God’s will from being done.

Survey of Daniel

The events of Daniel took place between 605 BC and 536 BC. Daniel had been taken captive from the land of Judah and was chosen to live in King Nebuchadnezzar’s palace. Through Daniel’s visions and interpretations of dreams, God’s people learn that nothing happens apart from the hand of God; even pagan nations are used according to His purposes. No matter how dismal life may be for the faithful, God is with them to give deliverance—if now only in part, but on the last day in full. Until the end of days, God’s people must endure the challenges of serving among pagans and remain steadfast in their faith.

The first half of the book contains God’s revelations to the kings of Babylon through signs and visions. The second half describes the visions God gives to Daniel.

Chapter One

The surrounding context of the Babylonian conquest of Judah is given. King Nebuchadnezzar ordered Daniel and several others from Judean nobility and royalty to be educated in Babylonian culture and live in the palace. It was a strategic move for Nebuchadnezzar to remove from their familiar surroundings those who could become leaders of Israel and make them loyal to him. Daniel quickly showed that he was willing to serve the king as long as he could remain faithful to the God of Israel.

1. What implications does Daniel’s observance of God’s dietary restrictions in the king’s palace have for our lives?

2. What guidance do we have from Daniel’s service in the palace when we serve under the leadership of unbelievers?

Chapter Two

Daniel showed King Nebuchadnezzar that while all the wise among men could not tell him his dream or interpret it, he could by the power of the one true God. Daniel’s interpretation revealed that God, who is in control of all nations, will establish and destroy many kingdoms. But at the same time, God will establish His eternal kingdom (the kingdom revealed in Christ Jesus). Then the king acknowledged Daniel’s God as the “God of gods” and promoted him.

1. In Daniel’s interpretation of the dream, what is said about the stone that distinguishes it from the carefully crafted image in the dream?

2. What opportunities do we have to witness to the one true God in our vocations?

Chapter Three

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold, even when they faced the punishment of death. They were proved to be in the right when they were seen walking in the fiery furnace with another man (Christ) unscathed. The king let them out and praised their God. Then he gave them higher positions of authority.

1. In what ways do present governing authorities challenge our “loyalty” to the Triune God?

2. Under what circumstances is civil disobedience ever required?

Chapter Four

King Nebuchadnezzar sent out an edict to all people proclaiming the great wonders God had done for him. The king had a dream, interpreted by Daniel, revealing that God intended to humble him. So while the king was giving glory to himself one day, God spoke to him from heaven and took his entire kingdom from him and made him like a wild beast. When the king finally lifted his eyes to God in repentance, God restored his sanity and kingdom.

1. In what ways does God humble us?

2. How is true humility an acknowledgement that God reigns above all things?

Chapter Five

During a feast, King Belshazzar saw a frightful vision of a hand writing on a wall. He offered power and riches to anyone who interpreted the handwriting. Daniel, asking for no reward, interpreted the writing. He told the king that he had been stubbornly arrogant even though he knew how God had humbled his predecessor Nebuchadnezzar. Therefore he would lose everything and his kingdom would be given to others. Belshazzar rewarded Daniel and was killed that night.

1. How might rulers and governments today fall under the same indictments as Belshazzar?

2. How might Christians use their vocations and positions to pronounce condemnations upon corrupt government?

Chapter Six

Jealous of the favor bestowed upon Daniel by King Darius, some of the leaders of Babylon sought to ensnare Daniel by convincing the king to order that all people must worship him alone for thirty days. The men found Daniel still praying to his God, so they reported this to the king, who hesitantly and regretfully ordered Daniel to be thrown into a den of lions. When the king found Daniel in the den unharmed, he rejoiced and praised Daniel’s God. He then gave the jealous leaders to the lions and sent a decree that all people in his kingdom are to fear the God of Daniel. 

1. How does Daniel’s conduct within the government serve as an example for Christians serving under authorities?

2. How would Daniel 6 encourage Christians who are suffering for their faith?

Chapter Seven

This chapter begins the second section of the book, which records the visions given to Daniel. Daniel had a vision of four beasts that represent four kingdoms, much like the dream of Nebuchadnezzar. But this vision, not meant for the king’s eyes, gave a less glorified portrayal of the kingdoms. The kingdoms are depicted as being savage and terrifying. Yet God has authority over the beasts and eventually takes away all of their dominion and gives it to the Son of Man, who will reign over the saints forever.

1. What are some differences between the kingdoms of the world and the kingdom of God?

2. What encouragement does Daniel 7 offer to Christians who are persecuted under the kingdoms of man?

Chapter Eight

Daniel had a vision of a ram and goat, representing the nations of Medo-Persia and Greece. While the ram appeared invincible for a time, the goat came and trampled him down. The goat, like the ram, became exceedingly powerful and greatly persecuted the saints. Although the future appeared very dim for the children of God, God is in control the whole time and will use the nations according to His purpose.

1. How do we see rulers today using their nations for their evil purposes?

2. How is God’s purpose worked in and through the nations?

Chapter Nine

Daniel turned to God in repentance and prayed for the people of Israel. Acknowledging that God’s people had done nothing worthy of His favor, Daniel appealed to God because of His great mercy and the covenant He made with them. Then the angel Gabriel revealed God’s plan for His chosen people. They will indeed endure periods of suffering, but through the work of God’s Anointed One, He will atone for iniquity and bring everlasting righteousness.

1. How might the reading of Scripture teach us how to pray?

2. Where do God’s people find hope in the prophesy of Daniel 9?

Chapters Ten, Eleven, and Twelve

The Lord revealed to Daniel His plan for the nations. There will be great warfare between nations and hostility toward the people of God. The Book of Daniel closes with an account of the coming of the antichrist and the deliverance and resurrection of all whose names have been written in the book. The chosen people will shine like the stars forever. In the last verse the messenger assures Daniel that he will be one of them. He will stand at the end of the days.

1. What is the purpose of angels as seen in Daniel 10-12?

2. Compare and contrast the warfare between the nations (11:1-35) and the spiritual warfare between the antichrist and the people of God (11:36-12:13).
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